Avery & Shirley Willis and Family Prayer Letter
August 2010
I, Shirley, wish to thank you for walking alongside our family for the last seven months.  Your prayers, condolences, calls, emails, tweets, and sms have been received with gratefulness.

Many of you have been following Avery's progress on CaringBridge, but for those of you who have not, we wanted to let you know that Avery went to be with the Lord on July 30th. This is what my son, Randy, posted on Caring Bridge that morning:

My dad graduated to Glory early this morning, July 30.  He died peacefully, without pain or anxiety. My mom, sisters and brother were with him. I thank each of you that have visited, called, written and prayed over his past seven months. Your words of encouragement meant so much to him and to all of us.What a privilege to hear of the lives he impacted during his 76 years. May that influence extend through the generations…
My dad’s life verse was Psalm 71:17-18, “Since my youth, O God, you have taught me and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds.  Even when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, O God, till I declare your power to the next generation and your might to all who are to come.”    And so he did.
We have requested that in lieu of flowers, donations be made to:
International Orality Network can be made through the National Christian Foundation with a memo to the ION account #429666.  The mailing address is 1311 Tijeras Ave NW, Albuquerque, NM   87102 with attention to Michele Doyle.

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering can be made to the International Mission Board with a memo referencing Lottie Moon.  The mailing address is PO Box 6767, Richmond, VA  23230 with attention to the Office of Finance.

With his disciple maker’s heart, much of Avery’s work will continue as he has been developing others to take over his responsibilities as his illness progressed. Please continue in prayer for the following concerns that were near and dear to Avery’s heart:

1. Pray for the following for DNA-21: That registrations and planning for the August 25-27th Conference in Colorado Springs would progress as planned and that the right people would come and be encouraged to engage in the discipleship revolution!

2. Pray for the preparations for the International Orality Network Annual Conference, Sept. 20-23, 2010 at the Winshape Retreat Center in Rome GA, an hour from Atlanta

3. Pray for the first full ION Advisory Council meeting with the ION Executive Team in Atlanta starting the evening of Sept. 23- 24th immediately following the ION Consultation.

4. Pray Orality Training in the Middle East at the end of August. 

5. Pray for Table 71's dream to get to 'zero' unengaged and unreached people groups by 2020.

6. Pray for the Interim Leadership arrangement set-up for ION during this transition time. 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR JULY
Because he loves me," says the Lord, "I will rescue him; I will protect him,
for he acknowledges my name. He will call upon me, and I will answer him...
with long life will I satisfy him and show him my salvation." (Psa.91:14-16) 
 
1. REQUEST: Pray for Avery's continued improvement in the fight against leukemia. It is currently in remission and the doctors plan to continue the chemo treatments for two years to keep it from returning. Pray for the time to be shortened and that he will be cured before then. 
ANSWER: Unfortunately the Lord had other plans and Avery is now with His Savior, having passed on July 30th. The leukemia came back with a vengeance and he also had pneumonia the last few weeks.

2. REQUEST: Pray for the preparations for the International Orality Network Annual Conference, Sept. 20-23, 2010 at the Winshape Retreat Center in Rome GA, an hour from Atlanta. This may be one of the best attended of all according to the projections. A super program is being planned including doing a one-night training in key Atlanta churches for the DNA-21 Church Track. 

ANSWER: The registrations continue to be on a good pace, ahead of last year’s.  All arrangements are firming up.
   
3. REQUEST: Pray for the Jerry Rankin Retirement activities, July 19-20, (which we will attend) and pray for the selection of a new IMB president by the IMB Board. Pray for the search committee to find God's man for the job.

ANSWER: Avery & Shirley were able to make the trip, but unfortunately fever and other complications caused Avery to be admitted to hospital.  On the blessings side, many friends of the IMB ministry were able to call or visit Avery.  For the return trip home, they were blessed with a private plane being made available for them, which truly was a blessing enabling them to get home quickly.  This was just in time to get further hospital care until Avery was discharged to his home.

4. REQUEST: Pray for Vesta Sauter, who will have a tumor removed from her spine, July 22. She and her husband lead the Deaf affinity group for IMB.
ANSWER: We have not heard the results yet.

5. REQUEST: Pray for the Indonesia missionary reunion at Windermere Conference Center, July 29-Aug 2 and for how these former and present missionaries and missionary kids can further the mission’s message and movement. 

ANSWER: Because of the timing of Avery’s time to be with the Lord, many of these missionary friends were able to attend the funeral and be with the family during this time.  They even joined with the family members to sing the first verse of “How Great Thou Art” in Indonesian!!
We are planning to continue this prayer letter into the foreseeable future and we request for you to continue to join with us to pray for strategies and matters which have already been planned.
Gazing on God's Glory and Telling His Story,

Shirley Willis 
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