Avery Willis Prayer Letter 
May 2010
Dear
Welcome to this month’s prayer letter and God’s exciting answers to prayer.  God has been good and my wounds from surgery on my neck are almost well.  Every doctor and nurse who redressed the wounds was amazed at the rapid healing with a chemo patient. They don’t know about the army of prayer partners we have!  I no longer have to use the wound vac machine and just have Band-Aids over the two (of the original six) open wounds remaining.  My leukemia is in remission as far as we know and the monthly treatments don’t produce too many side effects.  But I am experiencing low blood counts. Thank you for your prayers.
Avery                        
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR MAY
“Look to the Lord and His strength; seek his face always.” Psalm 105:4
1. Pray about Avery’s next chemo treatments.  They are scheduled for the first week in May but because his blood counts are low they may be postponed a week. 
2. Pray for the release and response to the Great Commission Resurgence Task Force Report, May 3. Many in the bureaucracy are resisting it but grassroots seem to be embracing it.  It will be voted on the SBC in June.

3. Pray for a radio interview, May 4 on KSIV AM St. Louis.  A recording of the interview can be seen on the Internet by the end of next week on www.haroldhendrick.com.

4. Pray for a meeting, May 6, with Mike Duke, President and CEO of Wal-Mart, and his home group that has just finished studying Learning to Soar.

5. Pray for a meeting, May 7, with Bert VanderMark, President of Studio Montage, who is coming from St. Louis to talk to Avery about how images and art relate to orality in today’s world and how we can use them together better.  He is very excited to see how art can enhance oral communication.


6. Pray for Tokyo 2010 conference, May 10-14, where mission agencies from the third world will discuss world evangelization.  It is the 100th anniversary of Edinburgh 1910, the first global missionary conference. Since Avery is not able to go, pray for Samuel Chiang, Paul Eshleman and others leading the orality presentations.
7. Pray for the orality training Samuel Chiang is doing in Dubai with Finishing the Task that is a follow up to the Middle East Call2all. May 17-21. 

8. Pray for the 10th anniversary of the Global Day of Prayer in South Africa with Call2All and special orality training, May 25-29.  Avery is missing the second consecutive big event that he has looked forward to for over a year but pray that Samuel Chiang and others will be empowered and find a receptive audience.
9. Pray for our return to MD Anderson for evaluation, May 27.
10. Pray for the production of the Truth That Sticks DVD for release in August.  You can read excerpts and quotes from the book on Facebook/Truthsticks.
ANSWERS TO PRAYER IN APRIL
“On my bed I remember you; I think of you through the watches of the night.  Because you are my help, I sing in the shadow of your wings.  My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me. “ Ps. 63:6-8
1. REQUEST: Pray for additional persons to take up the slack while Avery is confined to home.  The DNA-21 Launch and all that follows it needs personal attention which he can’t give. Rick Brekelbaum leads the DNA-21 team as well as the other things Avery is involved in and needs help. Contact him at rbrek@cox.net.
ANSWER: We are talking with someone about the possibility.  Pray God will provide support for his family and faith for him to accept the position if it is God’s will.
2. REQUEST: Pray for the Advisory Board meeting of the Avery T. Willis Center for Global Outreach, Apr. 6, at Oklahoma Baptist University in Shawnee .  Avery will not be able to make that trip.
ANSWER: They had a good meeting although Avery was not present we heard about the excellent reports on missions.  OBU leads all universities in number of Journeymen and missionaries appointed by the International Mission Board.
3. REQUEST: Pray for Avery as he speaks on the nationwide Pinnacle Teleforum (by phone) to Executives of companies Apr. 7 at 8:30a (CT) about the first section of the Learning to Soar book.
ANSWER: It was thrilling to hear the small groups talk about the presentation and cite personal experiences of God’s stirring their nests.
4. REQUEST: Pray for Avery and Rick Brekelbaum as they present Bible storying and church planting to pastor, Ronnie Floyd, and staff of the First Baptist Church, in Springdale, AR and the Pinnacle Hills Church in Rogers, April 12.
ANSWER: Pastor Ronnie and the 45 staff persons enthusiastically received the presentations and are following through to see how to introduce them to their two congregations.  They want to recruit 67 persons as strategy coordinators to reach all the 67 people groups in Northwest Arkansas.
5. REQUEST: Pray for a radio interview on Bible Storying for evangelism and discipleship on Life Talk Radio network Apr. 13. 
ANSWER: The hour long interview went well and the host and those who called in were enthusiastic about Bible Storying.
6. REQUEST: Pray for Avery as he speaks on the second section of Learning to Soar on the Pinnacle Teleforum to Executives of CEOs and business persons. Apr. 14, at 8:30 AM (CDT)
ANSWER: Matt, our grandson, who is serving with IMB in South Asia was able to join us by Skype and share the time. Participants seemed to really appreciate him..
7. REQUEST: Prayer for a famous person’s Forward for Truth That Sticks: How to Communicate Velcro Truth in a Teflon World that we have requested.
ANSWER: The person we asked was not able to do it but we are delighted that Tom Elliff who has wide influence among Southern Baptists agreed to write the Forward.
8. REQUEST: Pray for Avery as he speaks on the nationwide Pinnacle Teleforum about the third section of Learning to Soar to CEOs and business persons. Apr. 21, at 8:30 AM (CDT)
ANSWER: Matt joined Avery again on the call.  The responses in the small group time showed that the message really connected with the participants and they could cite personal experiences paralleling what was taught.
9. REQUEST: Pray for the DNA-21 Launch of a Discipleship Revolution at New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary with simulcasts in Orlando, Atlanta and Little Rock. Pray that Avery will be well enough to participate in it.  Pray for God to impress a large number of last minute registrants.
ANSWER: Praise God that Avery was able to attend and that Steve Brown, our son-in-law, went as his caretaker.  Avery  had energy and strength to do all his presentations. The Launch was very successful and we are on our way to a discipleship revolution!  People came from 19 states and Canada and many churches agreed to be pilot churches. Pray for a similar training, called Immersion 1 that Real Life Ministries is doing in the St. Louis area, May 12-13.  For more information see www.reallifeministries.org and look under Immersion 1.  The South Carolina Baptist Convention is now able to lead their own Immersion 1 in June.
10. REQUEST: Pray for the Call2All for the Middle East, April 25-28, in Turkey and Call2All in Armenia, April 28-May 1.   Pray for Samuel Chiang who will be leading both of these since Avery can’t go and the other presenter, Bramuel Musa, is having knee surgery.
ANSWER: The Middle East Call2All had about 250 leaders.  Samuel said that they were so capable and so enthusiastic that this Call2All may produce as much results as four normal Call2Alls. Here are some comments by leaders, "This event has changed my life"; "I will never be the same.";“All our leaders need this.”; "We have never seen this kind of unity before."  The first days in Call2All Armenia sound like much the same is happening.
11. REQUEST: Pray for Avery as he speaks on the nationwide Pinnacle Teleforum to CEOs and businesspersons about the fourth section of Learning to Soar.  Apr. 28, at 8:30 AM (CDT)
ANSWER: Once again there was an enthusiastic response. Many remarked that they were buying multiple copies of Learning to Soar, for their friends. You can now get the book for the lowest price anywhere ($12.20) from www.learningtosoar.org.

12. ANSWER:  Earlier we asked you to pray for our church, Bella Vista Baptist, using the Learning to Soar series with the whole church.  It was very successful and became the buzz.  Now we are embarking on home groups using Following Jesus Together stories for seven weeks as a precursor to using the whole series beginning the next church year in August.   More leaders are being trained to make disciples.  Associate pastor, Andrew Carrington, with Avery has written a Three Year Plan to help churches become disciple-making churches.  It will be available on the website soon.
13. ANSWER: We are attaching stories of what is happening using Bible storying around the world to the end of the prayer letter if you have time to read them.
SEE ARTICLE BELOW ABOUT THE RESULTS OF BIBLE STORYING AROUND THE WORLD. REPORTED BY J. O. TERRY.
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Gazing on God's Glory and Telling His Story,
Avery Willis

AFRICA—Workers shared stories with their Somali friend, along with her sisters and mother. The women listened, captivated, shocked and finally thrilled at what God had done for His people. They were also able to make the connection between the stories and our ultimate Redeemer, Jesus. Many Somalis in the Horn are finding opportunities to hear stories, just as these women have heard. We pray for their continued openness to the Scriptures and that in time they will respond to the truth of the Word.
WESTERN EUROPE—The Celtic Languages Team’s Welsh OneStory workers, L and M, are thanking the Father for answered prayer. L writes: “God has given us two great story-crafters. We have recorded 21 stories in their first phase in about a two-month span of time, which is our basic set in its entirety. God has provided a professional back translator for us (she translates our stories back into English so that we can send them off to our consultants to be checked for biblical accuracy.) Our back translator has been very professional, reliable and quick, so we are very thankful for her. God has provided three testers for our first five stories. God keeps giving us the strength to keep going even when times have been hard. Praise Him!” http://www.thecelt.org/
HOUSTON, TX—Based on our worldview research with the Bhutanese refugees, we’re now crafting 10 stories for our evangelism set. We are currently taking four groups through the set. Our first group to finish the 10 stories all received Christ recently as the supreme ruler in their lives and the One who paid for their sin. We meet with another group soon who just completed the last story and they want to know how to become devotees of Jesus also. We’re very excited about God’s activity and favor! Roy McClung
JAPAN—Fukuoka: F.A. has read stories from Creation to Moses, and some “I Am” sayings of Christ. She loves God’s name for himself: “I Am That I Am.” Pray that her belief in the one God will lead to repentance and trust in Jesus Christ. Pray that she will soon say, “Jesus is Lord!” Japan Partners in Prayer
SOUTH ASIA—God & Woman stories (Urdu) are being played via FEBA shortwave across this South Asia area. Approximately 80% of the listeners are men. We know of 45 “Listener Groups” (a group of young men who listen to the program, then discuss the story). One entire group last year came to faith, was baptized and became a church. FEBA said that our radio broadcast in Pakistan (once we shifted to God & Woman) was the number one Urdu radio program. I think this means that it had the most listeners.
SOUTHEAST ASIA—A former Buddhist monk helped make a DVD of the Creation to Eternal Life story in “monk” style. He chants the story just like a Buddhist monk would do and that attracts the desired audience. They now have ears to hear. (name withheld)
UGANDA— My name is Susan, one of my supervisors, Augustine Okello, has been telling me about your correspondence. It has been exciting and encouraging for him to hear from you; thank you for that. When I first heard that he had emailed you, I have to admit that I was a bit surprised! I have read much of what you have written about Bible Storying, and have been very grateful for the insight and help it has given me. (Somewhat ironically, I am very much a book learner; I want to read as much about a subject as I can in order to use it in the most effective way.)
For nearly three years now I have immersed myself in the method of Bible Storying. I have spent hours reading about it and even more time working with my teams to implement it here on the ground. I was first introduced to it by John Witte and was hooked from the beginning. I then began using it in our programs in Northern Uganda, and it has grown and evolved ever since. Last year I attended a STS Training in Nairobi, and have worked closely with Bramuel Musya since then. It has been a tremendous program for Samaritan’s Purse here in Uganda, and I believe that it has a lot of potential to expand into other countries where we work.
Although I am fully aware of many of the challenges of Bible Storying, I am fully convinced of its effectiveness. Working with an international NGO, we often discuss ways of monitoring and evaluating our programs to ensure that they are having an impact on the communities where we are working. I have often struggled with how to do M&E in a ministry program. Ministry work (and, in particular, training for church leaders) isn’t as tangible as building schools or installing water filters. However, I think the greatest testimony to the effectiveness of the program is the change I have witnessed in my staff. They love the program, and they love their work. “Bible Storying” isn’t something they just do from 8-5 Monday-Friday to earn a living, but it’s something they use in their churches, their homes, and their communities. Susan Davis, Samaritan’s Purse
US—A large church in South Carolina has taken the CBS4Kids material and their entire church (about 2000) is going through 12 weeks of learning the Story of God. The pastor has developed the sermons for 12 weeks around this entire program and they even developed a 12 week Family Bible Reading Guide for the entire church. Kurt Jarvis
WEST AFRICA—A team from Illinois shared the Creation to Christ stories with approximately 70 people among the Jola of Banjul, The Gambia, and three accepted Christ and were baptized. Prayer  Points April 2010
WORLD— The security situation in this city is so tight that our team had to secretly conduct the first Bible Storying training in a very dusty basement that did not have windows or air conditioning. The trainees were new believers…. nationals who wanted to win their people to Christ by telling Bible stories. They were committed Christians that knew little about their faith, except that they had been dramatically transformed. Now they are zealous to win their friends to Christ by telling stories from the Bible and then train them to do the same with their friends!
Training started with Old Testament stories. They learned to effectively engage a listener with stories about how Abraham was called by God who promised to make his descendants a great nation. This is common ground for Christians and this predominant faith because both recognize and honor Abraham and the Old Testament. They learned to share the story of how Abraham was willing to offer God his own son. They quickly and enthusiastically learned stories about sacrifice for disobedience to God and stories that pointed to the perfect once and for all sacrifice and the coming Promised Savior. The day ended with a practical assignment: “Go now and tell some of these stories to your family or closest friends.”
The next morning, the group again gathered in that basement to tell about what happened. One young man had instead gone to the main house of prayer! He said, “I told these stories to the religious leaders and they loved them. They had never heard such things and asked me to come back to tell them more!” The room full of nationals was now more eager than ever to learn every Bible story in the training.
One of the trainees went to the house of his relatives. None were believers and all were hostile to Christians. They were all watching television, a common luxury even in illiterate areas. He began to tell a Bible story to one person about the demon-possessed man found in Mark 5. The rest of the family turned off the TV to listen and then discuss the story for more than two hours!
Finally, they asked him to come back to tell them more! One non-Christian man who heard the stories that night later took a five-hour bus ride back to hear more stories. After hearing a story based on Isaiah 53 he said, “He is telling about the Great One who was promised. That He wouldn’t be attractive and would be tortured so badly many wouldn’t recognize him. He would pay the price for our disobedience to God by his death and wouldn’t complain. That’s why he would be great.”
“People are coming to Christ every day through the stories. Over a few months we had 45 receive Christ and be baptized. We are also conducting Seeker Conferences where people come to learn about Jesus and hear the stories. Hundreds are coming! About 80 to 90 percent who attend are coming to Christ. Trained workers are sharing many experiences and exciting reports every day! The strategy is helping give birth to many new believers, who then lead others to Christ, just by repeating the stories they have heard.” (name and location withheld)
SOUTH AFRICA—I want to fill you in on the progress made so far with the Zulu stories translation. Busisiwe has managed to complete the first 12 stories for 3&4 year olds. Although it has taken her half a year - I think she is now in the swing of things and we hope to finish the translation this year. However we are going to start using the material she has translated for a Bible school in a rural area called Mhlabhatini about an hour’s drive inland from Port Shepstone on the South Coast of Kwazulu-Natal.
       I am very excited about this as we will be teaching about 20 older ladies (many homes in rural areas have no adult parents caring for them (only the grannies, as the parents have died of AIDS) and a number of pastors and lay-workers too, at the Bible school which started up in November 2009.
I am starting with the 3&4 age as many of the grannies are illiterate and we need to start with the basics. Your course is going to be just the thing to help them get grounding in the whole ‘Bible Theology Story’ from beginning to end.
I plan to make copies of the pictures and photostat copies of the stories onto the back of the photos and then laminate them so that the grannies, pastors and lay-workers can have something to take home with them to teach people in and around their own homes the same stories. Only the Lord knows how many people are going to be reached in this way and I am trusting in the Lord to multiply our efforts.
We started our first lesson on 26th January. Once the translation of the story lessons is complete, Busisiwe will then work on the teaching aids in the front of the book. We trust the entire book will be completed by June 2011. But it is being used from January 2010, so please join us in praying that God will use it all in a mighty way. Thank you for what you have given to us as a tool to reach out into our community with the great Good News of our Lord. As reported to Kurt Jarvis CBS4Kids
STS in the Amazon
In August, 2009, my family (five of us) and I made a trip from N. Ireland to Lima and finally, the Peruvian Amazon. One of the many things we were asked to do on this trip was to bring a Simply the Story (STS) storytelling training to a remote jungle village called Ollanta - 30 hours boat ride away from the main city of Iquitos. 
People gathered for the training from up to five days away by dugout canoe. They represented villages and communities covering a wide swathe of jungle territory and were also completing their last week of Bible School training. Two years previously most of them were illiterate, and many still struggled to read and write. As a family we led them in an intensive five-day training in Spanish - the common language of the group - and used the curriculum and schedule of STS as the type of training offered.
At first the group was unsure of a new, non-traditional, unexplored way of using Bible stories to make disciples and reach the lost, but they quickly and enthusiastically caught on. They began to practice how to tell a story, look for treasures in the story and then present the story, re-tell it and then invite assistance from listeners to walk through (and further learn) the story for a third time. These things were no mean feat for a group of Indians from one particular tribe who were renowned in the area for their stoic lack of emotional response to life in general. How do you teach people the importance of gestures and facial expression in storytelling when they are not used to that? By the end of the week these Indians in particular were amazing all who knew them, and also the missionaries working among them, about just how expressive they had learned to become! This became more evident as on the last day of the course they tastefully enacted through drama all that they had learned in the stories.
One of the things difficult for everyone who starts with STS is learning how to skillfully lead others to discover truths and treasures in the stories presented. Again, our Amazonian students all struggled a little with this, but, as with the rest of the schedule we use for the training all over the world, we adjusted nothing (except one illustration about an elephant, which we replaced with a tapir to make it relevant for those who were not familiar with an elephant!).  We dumbed down nothing in the training but followed it as we use it everywhere else, and the attendees all grasped the concepts and elements of the training to become very good storytellers and discussion leaders. We heard from several leaders - the older in the Lord among the attendees - who said to us that they had read the Bible and these stories before; so they knew them to a certain extent, but now the stories were in their hearts and the people felt both excited and equipped to pass them on to others who live far-flung throughout the Amazon region, and who do not know how to read and write, and who also have never heard of Jesus! 
Bryan Thompson Story4All
*****
As most inner city folks have some church background and most know the “churchy” answers – going straight to Jesus stories is a good idea! Sally Hinzie, Houston
*****
A non-literate person has a greater chance of hearing the gospel if the communicator or carrier of the gospel is non-literate himself. Literate church planters have a great difficulty communicating appropriately in oral societies. They are not adequately aware of the life-styles of oral cultures and of the clear and deep distinctions between book cultures and oral cultures.
Training Opportunities
Beginning last January 19, 2010, Mid- America Baptist Theological Seminary has offered a course MS 6333 on Orality and Chronological Bible Storying. Dr. May teaches the course.
Course Description: “An introductory course that examines the Chronological Bible Storying method of evangelism, church planting, and leadership training. The course focuses upon the presentation of the gospel for oral societies and the specific issues in communication and contextualization related to orality. Issues examined in the course include evangelism and oral communication, the sociology of oral societies, the development of a culturally relevant biblical story tract, and training leaders through oral presentation. The course focuses application of the methodology to Southern Baptist strategy.”
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth is offering a one-week intensive on Bible Storying May 17-21. The course is offered for both academic credit and non-credit. Class covers the basic Bible Storying methodology and the many current strategies and options for Bible Storying to evangelize, plant churches and train oral leaders. For registration contact Rcampbell@swbts.edu. For information about the class content contact JOT2@sbcglobal.net. While it is too late to register for the credit course you can get information on the requirements from Dsanchez@swbts.edu.  The next class (non academic credit will be offered November 2-4, 2010.
Bible Story Quilt
Cathy Palmer in Atlanta works with refugee women. Some time ago she wrote asking for a copy of Grief Stories From the Bible. These are stories of Bible women and the misfortunes they suffered and how God redeemed their lives. The story set was specially prepared for use with women who were not interested in any Christian teaching but did like stories of women who suffered misfortunes like they did. Cathy writes:
“I just wanted to give you an update on the grief cycle of stories you wrote. I have both H*nd*s and M*sl*ms (with very limited English) in my sewing program, and I have been wondering how to introduce those stories. One day it hit me that the women could sew a quilt — with one square for each woman in the series. I decided to Google “Women of the Bible Quilt,” and lo and behold, there is actually a quilt pattern for this! I am now matching up the Bible stories with the women in the quilt. It is not a perfect match, and I don’t like some of the blocks they have used on the quilt. I will have to make a few changes.
I’m going to try the following plan to offer churches the opportunity to sponsor a refugee woman’s quilt. I will send the photo and short bio of the woman who is making the quilt to the person who sponsors that quilt. Each week, I’ll tell one of the stories and each woman will sew the quilt square that represents that story. This will be optional for my women, but I think they will all want in on it. If they join this project, they will have to agree to listen to the stories. I will tell the women to be thinking about what kind of quilt block would best tell their own story, and that will be put in the center of the quilt. Cathy Palmer
SERMON STORYING
A personal concern of mine dating to the time I was still living in Southeast Asia and training oral leaders to use Bible stories was how to help the non-literate leaders to be competent preachers in their churches. Many that I trained were non-literate. Others had some literacy and a few years of rural education. Some did not have a Bible in their spoken language. Almost all had no sermon preparation resources like commentaries or even Bible dictionaries.
In talking about both this need and how to address it I had often used the term narrative preaching. Since retirement and living here in the U.S., I am aware of the baggage that this term carries and also of what some consider to be an adversarial relationship with expositional preaching.
So foolishly or not, I began using the term Sermon Storying. I wanted a new term that I could define in terms of present need among oral leaders and that could have meaning also in preaching to those who preferred narrative sermons even though literate. The basic idea is that a sermon could utilize a told Bible story as a major component of a sermon. This does not limit the sermon content to Bible story only, but allows for as much introduction, explanation, exposition, illustration and application that a preacher could prepare and share, and that is appropriate for his congregation. But for those who were limited due to lack of study resources, their non-literacy, and those having oral learner congregations, then their sermons could be as simple as a told story (or more) that related to their listeners. Along with a simple sermon utilizing the Bible stories was the idea that, for the empowering of house church congregations to be evangelists to their neighbors and communities, the sermons had to be memorable and reproducible.
Actually this has been happening in places where Storying Training for Trainers (ST4T) is being taught to these new pastors who in turn are learning and teaching Bible stories to their congregations. One older non-literate pastor learns the new story each week from children who read the stories until the pastor learns them. Then he tells the stories to his congregation several times and asks them to repeat the story back to him. He makes whatever comments or explanation he thinks the listeners need to understand the story and then sends them out to tell the story.
Two years ago I was back in South India visiting some of the same areas I had either taught Bible stories or conducted public Bible Storying rallies. While there I learned that a wide scale use of ST4T is training pastors and congregations to use Bible Storying to witness and plant new churches. It is a start that I hope to see grow. JOT www.sermonstorying.110mb.com
THE LAST STORY
Every Believer a Storyteller -Told by Satish
I am pastoring a good church, but it is a long way from my own village. I was concerned because my parents were not strong in their faith. Whenever I would go back to our village there was never enough time to teach them the stories. And I could not stay to disciple them in the gospel. So for a long time I was thinking and worrying about how to share the gospel with them.
      But I thank God because the last time I went home after the Bible storytelling training, my parents were interested in the storytelling field assignment sheet that had been given to me (my father used to tell me Hindu stories when I was growing up). So I made three photocopies of my storytelling assignment sheet and showed my father how to look the stories up in the Bible (I had given him a Bible in our language).
Early every day, before morning tea, my father started reading these stories from the Bible. And every evening when all the farm laborers who work in our fields came to our home, my father would tell them the story that he had read that morning.
My mother is the head of the woman’s society. When Papa read those stories every morning and when he shared the stories to the workers in the evening, my mother also listened. So when my mommy went to see the other women in her job as head of the woman’s institute, then she would tell them the story that she had heard from her husband that day.
I thank God for this. Even though I was not able to share the word of God to my family, now through my mother and father, my whole village — and the surrounding village — they are all learning the word of God!
And in my own congregation also, every believer is telling the stories. Recently our division coordinator said, “Pastor Satish’s church has become an American church!” [Apparently his concept is that an "American church" is one where everyone takes part in the ministry — not just the pastor, but also all the believers share the Word of God with others]. Stories from Storytellers
Address all correspondence, contributions and corrections to:  biblestorying@sbcglobal.net
Visit: www.Bible-Storying.com or www.biblestorying.110mb.com 
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